Addition of 1.0 ml (1 M) Na 2 CO 3 to a stirred aqueous solution of Zn(NO 3)2 · 6H2O (0.194 g, 0.652 mmol) yielded white precipitate, which was centrifugated and then added to a stirred methanolic aqueous solution of 4,4¢-bipyridine (0.124 g, 0.645 mmol) and succinic acid (0.078 g, 0.661 mmol) in 20 ml CH 3OH-H2O (1:1 v/v). The resulting suspension was filtered off and the filtrate (pH = 5.24) was allowed to stand at room temperature. Slow evaporation for 10 days afforded a few yellowish needle-like crystals.
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound is made up from lattice H 2O (2) 
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Zn(H2O)4 (C10H8N2)(C4H4O4) · 4H2O
